Appeal of Commissioner for Human Rights in the Russian Federation to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.
Moscow 
23 May 2014
Dear Secretary-General,
I am compelled to address you by extraordinary circumstances caused by completely inappropriate situation related to limitation and violation of Russian journalists’ rights to perform their professional activity on the territory of Ukraine.
The right to freedom of expression, freedom of speech and information confirmed in various documents of the United Nations Organisation is the most important achievement of the UN in development of general standards of human rights protection. For example, Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights underlines that this right includes freedom to freely adhere to one’s believes and freedom to seek, receive, and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.
In that regard, we are concerned about the unprecedented pressure put on Russian journalists performing their duties on the territory of Ukraine. Russian journalists are denied to enter the territory of the country. Ukrainian law enforcement authorities detain Russian journalists under various pretexts and prohibit from communicating information to editorial bodies. It comes even to the use of force in relation to Russian mass media employees working on the territory of Ukraine and the kidnapping of journalists (detailed list of violations is attached).
Above all I would like to draw your attention to the fact of detaining Russian nationals Oleg Sidyakin and Marat Saychenko. Particular anxiety arises from the circumstance that these journalists of Life News portal having been performing their professional duties of reporting on the events on the territory of Ukraine were detained on 18 May 2014 on a charge of “assistance to terrorism”. I believe that it is unacceptable to equate coverage of the events to participation therein.
Considering that there is a lack of authoritative and detailed information on the genuine character of the accusation, location and detention conditions, assurance of procedural rights and guarantees of the detained journalists, I would like to ask you, by reference to your high profile, powers, and high international authority, to apply best efforts to release the journalists located on the territory of Ukraine.
I believe no rights of journalists shall be limited by any participants in the confrontation in Ukraine.


Ella Pamfilova




